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Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: AIDS - What You Haven’t Been Told 

Running time: 

78.43 

Trailers: Jeremiah Films Promotional Notice 

Consumer Warning Notice 

Running time: 

3.38 

0.18 


Total Running time: 

82.39 

Excision/Alteration: No 




Reasons(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


... Please turn over 
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Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 
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Display conditions: 


Nil. 


Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on 18 November 1996 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled AIDS - What You Haven’t Been Told, is a Fundamentalist 
Christian production propagating a singular argument relating HIV/AIDS disease 
contagion to homosexuality. The feature presents, in a documentary format intended to 
be perceived as authoritative, dated material frequently taken out of context, in order to 
frame a judgmental view. Such a perspective is bigoted and discriminatory. 

The Classification Office is required to consider the specified grounds of discrimination 
under the Human Rights Act 1993 relevant to this publication. These are: s21 (h)(vii) 
disability, which means the presence in the body of organisms capable of causing 
illness and s21(m) sexual orientation, which means a heterosexual, homosexual, 
lesbian, or bisexual orientation. The extent and degree to which, and the manner in 
which, the publication represents persons of these particular classes are inherently 
inferior to other members of the public is considered and given weighting under 
s3(3)(e) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. 

The discrimination in presenting homosexuals as the source and promoters of 
HIV/AIDS is framed in such a manner as to be condescending and sympathetic rather 
than hateful. The condemnation of homosexuality is not considered to present with 
such vitriol as to represent members of the homosexual community or people living 
with HIV/AIDS as being inherently inferior to other members of the public. Rather than 
to propagate fear and hatred, the obvious bias in the Fundamentalist Christian 
message is to proselytise the homosexual community and people living with HIV/AIDS. 
The discriminatory manner in which the video recording deals with information is 
considered under s3(3)(e) of the FVPC Act to be such that the general availability of the 
publication likely to cause harm to the public good because it propagates a morality 
intolerant of difference, as well as presenting a mis informative construct of disease 
contagion and safety in sexual activity. 
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The Classification Office has taken into account the views put forward in the 
submissions received from interested parties under si9(a) and the response heard in 
the consultation held with the Human Rights Commission representatives whose 
expert assistance was requested under s21. The conclusion that the publication does 
not fit the definition of "hate literature as outlined in the IPT Decision No.160/93 and 
advocated by the submitter and the representatives of the Human Rights Commission; 
does not conclude that the publication is not harmful to the public good. 

There were two principle arguments made by the interested parties: that the content of 
the recording breaches the legislation against discrimination in the Human Rights Act 
1993 and the misinformation regarding sexual safety is dangerous; and that a free and 
democratic society supports the freedom of speech. 

The rights and freedoms outlined under s14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act are 
balanced with this consideration under the FVPC Act. Restriction to an audience 18 
years and over is considered to be a reasonable limit prescribed by law to avoid harm 
being caused to the public good by the general availability of the moralistic views and 
misinformation propagated by the video recording. 

The Classification Office therefore classifies the video recording as: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is restricted to persons who 
have attained the age of 18 years. 
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